HISTORY

A  History  of  Methodism  in  Reedley
The year was 1888.  The Southern Pacific Railroad had crossed the Kings River and opened trade routes to all points along the Pacific coast and across the vast midsection of our country to eastern market places.

Like a giant magnet, Reedley, California began a pull for families hungry for a new home.  Soon the countryside was teeming with settlers.  Some came hunting farmlands, while others had service skills to offer a developing area.  However diverse were their backgrounds, they came with one purpose in mind: here they would meld themselves into a new community, and here an enormous agricultural empire would flourish.  

These settlers had families to rear, and they looked to both public and private institutions to help them in their quest for proper training.  The organization of a school district began as soon as the town was platted, and then the private sector began sowing the seeds for spiritual guidance.  Small church buildings were erected on choice corner lots in the little village.  At Tenth and F Streets the United Brethren built their church in 1889, and in 1891 the Baptist Church was built at Eleventh and E Streets.  Finally, in 1892, the Methodist Episcopal Church erected a 24 by 40-foot building at Thirteenth and F Streets.  The religious scene in Reedley was set for more than a decade before other denominations added their buildings to the townsite.  

The  early  church  is  organized

The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1890 at the home of Charles Gummow with five members: the Rev. D.M. Mutersbaugh (a retired minister), Mrs. Mutersbaugh, Charles and Elva Gummow, and Mamie Gummow their daughter.  They began holding regular Sunday worship meetings in the Southern Pacific Depot.  Later they met above Moomay Hall on Main Street.  By 1891, the membership had increased to include Mr. And Mrs. H.P. Lyons, Mr. And Mrs. A.J. Malsbery, Mamie Bourland, and A.W. Ellinwood.  The Presiding Elder of the Fresno District assigned a part-time pastor to the Reedley charge.

The first regular pastor was the Rev. Oliver Spencer Frambes, who with his wife Sarah made a team of capable leaders in the new community.  They had been early professors at the University of the Pacific in Stockton.  In 1876, they opened the Los Angeles Academy that has since grown into the University of Southern California.  They were zealous, dedicated Christian leaders and they soon developed a strong congregation.

A lively Sunday School program caused an increase in the members served by Methodist preaching.  Membership by 1906 stood at 98.  By 1917, it had increased to 217.  At the September meeting of that year, the committee of education passed a resolution to inform the official board of the church that the Sunday School required room for three additional classes and needed double the space for the primary department--they were bursting at the seams and needed more room.

New lots were purchased and in 1921 a new Methodist Episcopal building went up at the corner of Twelfth and F streets.  Here, with emphasis on Christian education, the large Sunday School classes continued for half a century.  Then, tragedy struck equal in impact to the destruction of an earthquake, fire, or tornado.  In 1971, the building was razed by a demolition crew.  Structural damage caused by termites left the congregation without a home.

Moving  into  a  new  era

For five years, the United Fellowship Methodist Church shared their facilities with the First United Methodist congregation.  A new building at a new location for the First Baptist Church of Reedley was ready for occupation on January 1, 1976.  For $95,000 the Methodist congregation purchased the old Baptist property, and with a diminished, but determined congregation, they moved to the Eleventh and E Street location.  In three years time, their new church home was debt free.

Extensive repair and remodeling has given the building a bit of Methodist history.  The 1921 edifice added architectural grandeur to the building with the extensive use of stained glass windows.  Two of the picture windows and several of the memorial windows were installed in the present building.  In the fall of 1983, Dan Smith made and erected the United Methodist insignia, the cross with two tongues of fire, at the front corner of the churchyard.  This cross symbolizes the 1968 consolidation of two of Reedley’s earliest denominations on a national level--the United Brethren and the Methodist Episcopal.  

Groups  within  the  church

The Methodist Church has various working groups within the framework of its organization.  In 1893 Mrs. Frambes organized a home missionary society which became known as the Ladies Aid Society.  Many acts of compassion have been performed by this group.  They are now known at the United Methodist Women.  Perhaps their most notable act was to purchase two lots next to the church and have a parsonage built for the pastor’s family.

In 1953, the First Methodist Episcopal Church organized the Methodist Men with Bob King as their chairman.  This group sponsored the annual Chuck Wagon dinner.  This grew into the Fourth of July Barbecue in Pioneer Park in 1970.  In 1984, the fourteenth and final celebration was held, however the Methodist Men are still active in other areas.

The youth began in early church history as the Epworth League.  Rev. and Mrs. Frambes organized the group in Reedley.  With the church merger of Methodism in 1939, they became known as the Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF), and after the consolidation of denominations in 1968, they are known as the United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF).

Shepherds  of  the  flock

The key figure in the program of Methodism has always been the pastor.  Thirty-eight regular pastors and two associates have served the congregation of First Church:

1890
T.E. Tippett

1891-1892
O.S. Frambes

1892-1893
T.L. Bradley

1893-1898
O.S. Frambes

1898-1899
William Dinwiddie

1899-1900
A.J. McKenzie

1900-1902
J.M. Richmond

1902-1903
W.H. Fulford

1903-1905
Thomas Hanna

1905-1908
Samuel Hughes

1908-1911
H.H. Hocker

1911-1913
C.P. Metcalf

1913-1914
A.W. Cummings

1914-1915
F.P. Morgan

1915-1918
C.R. Montague

1918-1926
C.D. Hicks

1926-1928
G.W. Bruce

1928-1929
F.D. Lawyer

1929-1934
A.H. Wallace

1934-1936
C.E. Miller

1936-1940
L.A. Rice

1940-1945
C.D. Miller

1945-1946
J.R. Hamilton

1946-1948
William H. Gould

1948-1951
Paul Kurtz

1951-1955
E. Lester Lewis

1955-1962
Orville C.T. Peterson

1962-1966
Bruce Jones

1966-1968
Gordon Fairchild

1968-1971
Robert Ora Smith

1971-1978
Barrie C. Blake

1978-1986
Mark T. Moon

1978-1979
Reed Pope, Associate

1979-1981
John Dumermuth, 
Associate

1986-1990
Ervin Weiland

1990-1994
Linda M. Ford

1994-1996
Juan Arjona

1996-1999
David Park

1999-2001
Kham Dy Yang

2001-present
Neal R. Harris

A  century  of  service

Historically the First United Methodist Church of Reedley has roots coming from the three original corners.  With similar doctrinal beliefs, the German born United Brethren Church and the American born 


Methodist Church were able to merge as one denomination in 1968.  In 1976, the First United Methodist congregation was transplanted into First Baptist soil at Eleventh and E Streets.  

The three corner locations dedicated to God for religious purposes more than 100-years ago have each housed a Christian congregation that has met for worship every Sunday since the original openings.  For 115 years, United Methodists have worked for that which is just and right for their neighbors.  They still believe that home, church, and school are the three greatest influences for right in any community.  They stand steadfast to the rock, and the knowledge that God is indeed our guide, our hope and strength. 
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Early history compiled by Minnie O. Bulls, church historian (1988)





The Methodist Episcopal Church (erected 1892) and parsonage at the corner of 13th and F streets in Reedley, California. 


Rev. O.S. Frambes, pastor.  





Drawing by Doug Bartsch; courtesy of the Reedley Historical Society.








